E-mail from Henry Towsner to Senator Josh Shipp, Appropriations Committee Co-chair 02-03

March 13, 2003, 5:33 PM

Josh,


Thanks for your prompt response.


Both budgets anticipate a great deal of money from ticket sales.  As

the Stanford Review reported last year

(http://www.stanfordreview.org/Archive/Volume_XXVIII/Issue_5/Front_Page/frontpage1.shtml), it violates the ASSU Constitution for groups receiving Special Fee money to charge students for admission for events funded with that money (actually, it's probably not legal for them to charge students for admission to *any* events).


Is there some legal defense of this that I'm unaware of?

Henry

Response from Senator Shipp

April 4, 2003, 8:48 PM

Hey Henry,

I sincerely apologize for not getting back to you sooner.  As you know it is

a busy time for me with both Special Fees and my campaign, as well as

classes starting to gear up.

In addition, I wanted to meet with Keenon on Thursday to discuss what to do

about the two groups you've raised a concern with (SCN and Viennese Ball

Committee).  This way I'm not the one making the decision.

As you accurately pointed out, that clause does exist in the ASSU

Constitution, and does restrict those groups receiving special fees as far

as charging for admission to events.  I'd like to point out, however, that

any offense would take place when a group refused a student who has paid

special fees (and not obtained a refund) entry to an event.  Not when they

applied for funding, nor when they charged the student.  Its a subtle

distinction, but one to keep in mind.

As the number of special fees groups continues to grow and requests are

getting larger and larger, its important that we keep in mind the long-term

health of the Special Fee system.  This means encouraging groups to

fundraise outside of their special fees allocation - something most groups

do already.  For some groups this means that they must sell tickets to

certain events in order to make most other events free to the general

student body.  As a consequence, we're looking into amending the

constitution to reflect this realistic, very important and very real need in

future years.

I will be bringing up the idea to prepend the statement from the ASSU

constitution regarding deprivation of service to the online ballot and

election handbook for this year so that students know the policy.  I assume

The Stanford Review will be writing a story on it and look forward to seeing

that as well.  We will not be appending any statements to the entries of SCN

or Viennese Ball Committee.

Please do not hesitate to let me know if you have any other questions or

suggestions.  My room phone is 650.497-3932.  I further encourage you to

attend the Senate meeting on Tuesday at 7PM in the Law School Rm. 90.

Thanks for your commitment to improving the ASSU,

Josh Shipp

Appropriations Co-Chair

Undergraduate Senate

Associated Students of Stanford University

Phone: 650.283.3587

