Initial Response of the Viennese Ball Committee, written by Howard Shen

The main claim of Mr. Towsner's case against the Viennese Ball Committee (referred to as "the committee") is that the committee has violated the ASSU Constitution by charging undergraduates $37.50 per person to attend the Viennese Ball.  According to Mr. Towsner, charging for attendance deprives undergraduates of the services of the Viennese Ball Committee, a violation of Article V, Section 2.A.5 of the Constitution since the committee receives a Special Fee.

We would like to begin by pointing out that the committee is not the only student organization receiving Special Fees that charges a fee for services.  It would not be unreasonable to say that over half of all groups receiving Special Fees charge for their services in one form or another.  These groups cover the entire spectrum of activities, from the Stanford Daily and AASA to Alternative Spring Break and SMAP.
While we do charge for a ticket to the ball, the Constitution does not state that Special Fee groups "may not deprive any member of the Association of any or all of its" free "services."  The members of the committee have interpreted the clause in question to mean that we cannot bar any member of the Association from buying a ticket, unless said member has requested a refund.  Senator Josh Shipp, Appropriations Committee Chair for 02-03, stated that the Appropriations Committee had a similar interpretation of that clause in an e-mail to Henry Towsner in early April of this year.  In this e-mail, Senator Shipp wrote "any offense would take place when a group refused a student who has paid special fees (and not obtained a refund) entry to an event.  Not when they applied for funding, nor when they charged the student.  Its a subtle distinction, but one to keep in mind."
The heart of the matter is that Mr. Towsner holds a fundamentally different interpretation of the deprivation of services clause.  Mr. Towsner's interpretation would require that every student organization receiving Special Fees be funded entirely by donations or Special Fee money.  We doubt this was the original intention of the framers of the ASSU Constitution.  The declining economy forces businesses and individuals to cut back on donations, while having 50+ groups rely entirely on Special Fees for their budget is simply ridiculous.  What Special Fees permits student organizations to do is give the student body unique opportunities at a reasonable cost to participants.  The payback to the student body can be direct, such as a noticeable improvement in conditions on campus, or indirect, such as an enhancement of Stanford's public image.
I am not entirely sure I understand the accusation in the final sentence of Mr. Towsner's presentation of his case.  If he is indicating that we are indirectly discouraging low-income members of the Association from attending the ball, I would like to point out that we also offer opportunities for free tickets.  For their hard work all year, members of the committee receive a free ticket, and we accept almost any hard-working member of the student body on the committee.  For members of the student body who do not have the time or energy to work on the ball through the year, we also offer the work-exchange program, where students perform simple tasks for 2-3 hours on the night of the ball in exchange for free tickets.
