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Articlel: General

Section 1. Philosophy of the Graduate Student Council

The Graduate Student Council shall serve the interests and advocate on behalf of the
graduate population. The Graduate Student Council shall also organize programming
for, and encourage the development of, the graduate community. Because the input
and viewpoints of al members of the graduate population are important, the GSC
shall make all decisions by consensus, unless otherwise specified in the Constitution,
the Association By-Laws and Policies, or these By-Laws.

Section 2: Definitions

A.

B.

The GSC shall refer to the Graduate Student Council.

The graduate population shall be al members of the Association in graduate or
professional degree programs.

The elected members of the GSC shall be those who were selected in either a
special or general Association election.

The appointed members of the GSC shall be those who were chosen, in
accordance with the Constitution and these By-Laws, to fill vacant GSC seats.

The voting members of the GSC shall be those who are eligible to vote in the
votes mandated in the Constitution, the Association By-Laws, or these By-Laws.
It shall encompass both the elected and appointed members of the GSC.

The members of the GSC shall be the elected members and the appointed
members, and all other members of the graduate population present at a GSC
meeting.

A seat on the GSC shall be considered vacant if the individual occupying it has
resigned, ceased to be a member of the district to which the seat corresponds,
been expelled from the GSC, or died.

Unless otherwise specified, a vote of the GSC shall be a vote by the voting
members of the GSC only.

A graduate student organization or GSO shall refer to any student organization
whose membership and/or audience is drawn substantially from the graduate
population, with the exception of the GSC.
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Section 3: GSC Policies

A. The GSC Policies shall contain the details of the organizational structure of the
GSC. They shall contain information sufficiently important to require some
form of GSC approval to change, but sufficiently malleable that the rigidity of
the GSC By-Laws modification procedure would be inappropriate.

B. The GSC Policies shall governin all cases where they are applicable, and in
which they are not inconsistent with the Constitution, the Association By-Laws,
these By-Laws, or the Association Policies.

C. The GSC Policies shall be included as an Appendix to these By-Laws.

D. The GSC Policies may be modified by consensus of the members of the GSC.
Any such decision may be overridden by a majority vote of the GSC.

Section 4: Rules of Order

A. The Chair (or her/his designee) shall be responsible for ensuring that the
meetings are run in afair and efficient manner. The voting members of the GSC
may overrule any particular decision of the Chair (or her/his designee) in this
regard by majority vote.

B. Decision-Making Methods

1. Unless otherwise specified in the Constitution, the Association By-Laws, or
these By-Laws, each decision of the GSC shall be made by the consensus of
those members of the graduate population present at the meeting during which
the decision was made, and there shall be no quorum requirement for
consensus decisions.

2. Inthe event that consensus cannot be reached, the fallback decision-making
procedure shall be a mgjority vote by the GSC's voting members, and
presence of 1/2 of voting members at a meeting shall constitute quorum for
votes.

C. Minutes from a previous meeting shall be considered approved at a meeting if

they are posted at |east 24 hours before the meeting and no objections to the
contents of the minutes are raised.
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Articlell: Graduate Student Council Organization

Section 1: Composition

A. Graduate Student Council Districts

1.

3.

4.

B.

2.

Members of the GSC shall be elected from the following districts:

The School of Business: 1 member.

The School of Earth Sciences: 1 member.

The School of Education: 1 member.

The School of Engineering: 2 members, who must be from

different departments.

The School of Humanities and Sciences, Humanities: 1 member.

The School of Humanities and Sciences, Natural Sciences: 1 member.

The School of Humanities and Sciences, Social Sciences. 1 member.

The School of Law: 1 member.

The School of Medicine: 1 member.

Members at-large, chosen from the entire graduate population:

5 members.

Although a member of the graduate population may seek election in both the

at-large and a single non-at-large district simultaneously, s’he may only serve

as an elected member from one.

Unless otherwise indicated by the candidate, a candidate for a non-at-large

district shall also be a candidate in the at-large district.

Multiple GSC District Membership

a.  Those members of the graduate program who have, at the time of the
election, been admitted to degree programs administered by schools or
departments in different districts shall have multiple district membership.

b. They shall be éigible to vote in elections in any one non-at-large district
in which they qualify as a member, in addition to the vote(s) they are
eligible to cast in the GSC at-large district.

c. They shall be eligible to seek election from any one non-at-large district
in which they qualify as a member, in addition to being able to seek
election in the GSC at-large district.

cooe

e -

GSC €lections
1.

The Spring Quarter General Election shall be a GSC election. Members shall
be chosen in this election for all seats.

There may be a GSC election during the fall quarter. Thisshall only occur if
either the seatsin 4 non-at-large GSC districts, or atotal of 7 GSC seatsin any
districts, are vacant. Seats filled by appointed members shall not be
considered vacant.

In afall election, members shall only be chosen for vacant seats and seats in
any district filled by appointed members.
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4.

If anon-at-large seat becomes vacant, an elected GSC member from the at-
large district who is also member of the vacant seat's district may be switched
into that vacant seat. This shall not be considered an appointment.

C. Appointment of GSC members

1.
2.

3.

Between elections, vacant seats on the GSC may be filled by a mgjority vote.
Appointees to vacant GSC seats must be members of the district to which the
vacant seats corresponds.

Appointmentsto fill vacant seats shall last only until the next election.

D. Term of Office

1.

F.

2.

After each GSC election, the old and new elected members of the GSC shall
meet jointly until the second meeting after the GSC election results have been
certified.

At the second meeting after the certification of the results of a GSC election,
the new elected members of the GSC shall select a Chair. At that point, the
term of office of the new elected members of the GSC shall be considered to
have begun.

Voting members of the GSC whose term of office has expired shall be
encouraged to continue participating in the GSC.

A voting member of the GSC shall not be considered to have taken office until
s/he attends her/his first GSC meeting and accepts her/his election or
appointment.

An elected member of the GSC shall serve until s/he vacates her/his seat, or
until her/his successor takes office, whichever comes first.

An appointed member of the GSC shall serve until she vacates her/his seat,
until her/his successor takes office, or until the appointment expires,
whichever comes first.

L eaves of Absence

A voting member of the GSC may request a leave of absence for up to one
guarter at atime.

A leave of absence may be approved at the discretion of the Chair of the GSC,;
this decision may be overridden by a mgority vote.

A voting member on leave may appoint a replacement, who shall serve asa
full voting member of the GSC until the end of the leave of absence.

GSC seats whose members are on aleave of absence, and which have not
been filled by replacements, shall not be considered vacant, but shall also not
count for the purpose of determining quorum.

Removal of Voting GSC Members
1

A voting member of the GSC shall be automatically suspended upon missing
6 GSC meetings without obtaining aleave of absence in any one 3-month
interval.

A voting member of the GSC shall be automatically expelled upon failing to
attend both of the two GSC meetings after the meeting at which s’/he was
suspended.
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3. A voting member of the GSC may be removed by a 2/3 vote, provided that

previous notice was given at the previous meeting. Grounds for removal shall
include, but not be limited to, violations of University regulations.

Section 2: Officers

A.

1.
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Chair

Shall call, set agendas for, and preside over al regular meetings of the GSC,
unless ghe has designated another elected member of the GSC to perform
these tasks.

Shall have secondary signing authority for the GSC accounts.

Shall serve as arepresentative of the GSC on the Executive Committee.
Must be an elected member of the GSC.

Shall be chosen by a mgjority vote.

May be removed by a 2/3 vote, provided that previous notice has been given.
Shall have those other duties specified in the Constitution, the Association By-
Laws, and these By-Laws.

May be paid a salary, as specified in the operating budget.

Financial Officer

Shall have primary signing authority for the GSC accounts.

Shall be responsible for drafting the GSC budget and keeping track of GSC
finances.

Shall serve as arepresentative of the GSC on the Executive Committee.
Must be an elected member of the GSC.

Shall be chosen by a mgjority vote.

May be removed by a 2/3 vote, provided that previous notice has been given.
Shall have those other duties specified in the Constitution, the Association By-
Laws, and these By-Laws.

May be paid a salary, as specified in the operating budget.

Secretary

Shall be responsible for keeping accurate minutes of all GSC meetings, and
making them publicly available.

Shall be appointed by the Chair of the GSC.

Shall maintain and make available current copies of the By-Laws and Policies
of the GSC.

May be paid a salary, as specified in the operating budget.

Other

The GSC shall have the power to appoint other officers, with whatever
requirements and duties are appropriate. Such other officers may be paid a
salary, as specified in either the operating or programming budgets of the GSC.

3: GSC Mesetings
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A. Meetings of the GSC shall be caled by the Chair of the GSC or her/his
designeg, or by the President of the Association. The individual calling the
meeting is responsible for ensuring that adequate public notice of the meeting is

given.

B. The GSC shall meet at least once each week during the academic year, and at
least once every other week during the Summer Quarter.

Section 4: GSC Committees

The GSC shall have the ability to create, by consensus, whatever committees are
needed, with whatever structure and membership it deems appropriate to the task
at hand.
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Articlelll: Funding

Section 1: General

A. TheUsual Method for Approving Allocations

1.

Unless otherwise specified in the Constitution, the Association By-Laws, or
these By-Laws, al allocations of funds shall be made by consensus of the
GSC members.

All meetings at which consensus funding allocations are made must have at
least 1/3 of the voting members of the GSC present.

Officers and/or representatives of a GSO present at a GSC meeting shall not
be included in the consensus required to approve funding allocations for that
organization.

Decisions involving funds must be made publicly available within one week
of the GSC meeting at which they were made.

Unless otherwise specified in the Constitution, the Association By-Laws, or
these By-Laws, the voting members of the GSC may, by a mgjority vote,
override any alocation of funds made by consensus. This may only take
place at the first GSC meeting after the minutes of the meeting at which the
initial consensus allocation occurred are made publicly available.

The allocated funds shall not be drawn upon until the override period has
elapsed. During this period, the organization receiving the allocation spends
money at its own risk.

All alocations of funds over $250 shall require explicit approval in the minutes
of the GSC.

Transfers of funds from a group's reserve account to its operating account shall
be done by the Usual Method for Approving Allocations.

Schedule

. 1. Thefractions of the base amount of the GSGF and Special Fees collected in

2.

2.

3.

each quarter shall be specified in the Funding Policies of the GSC.
Allocations shall be made on arolling basis. Funds may be made available
for the remainder of the current quarter, for subsequent quarters, or for the
remainder of afiscal year.

Funding Committee
1.

The Funding Committee shall review funding and Special Fee requests from
al Graduate Student Organizations, and present a recommendation on each to
the GSC.

The Funding Committee shall consist of a subset of the members of the GSC,
chosen by consensus.

A member of the Funding Committee may be removed by a 2/3 vote of the
GSC.

GSC_Bylaws 20010709.doc Page 7 of 20



4. No member of the Funding Committee shall formulate a recommendation for
arequest from a GSO of which ghe is amember.

5. The procedure for formulation and review of requests shall be specified in the
GSC Funding Policies.

6. The Chair of the Funding Committee shall be chosen by the Funding
Committee.

Section 2: Graduate Student General Fee

A. General

1. The GSGF shall refer to the Graduate Student General Fee.

2. The purpose of the GSGF shall be to fund the basic operating and
programming expenses of graduate student organizations, as well asthein-
house programming of the GSC.

3. Theindex of inflation that shall be used to calculate the annual increase in the
base amount of the GSGF is the Consumer Price Index.

4. Theoveral budget of the GSGF for the current year shall be published in each
year's Elections Handbook.

5. Elected and appointed officers and staff members of the Association may
inspect and make public the financial records of any GSO receiving funds
from the GSGF, except as specified in the Constitution, the Association By-
Laws and Policies, or these By-Laws.

B. Partitioning of GSGF
1. The GSGF shall be partitioned into two sections before the beginning of the
fiscal year. Thefirst shall be called the GSO partition, and the second shall be
called the GSC partition.
2. Transfers of funds across the partition
a. Transfers of funds from the GSC partition to the GSO partition shall be
made by the Usual Method for Approving Allocations.
b. Transfers from the GSO partition to the GSC partition
i. Funds not allocated from the GSO partition during the quarter that
they wereinitially available shall roll over to the following
guarter, with the provision that of the total funds available that
quarter, they shall be allocated first.
ii. Funds that have rolled over to a subsequent quarter once, and
which remained unallocated by the end of that subsequent quarter,
shall automatically revert to the GSC section of the GSGF.

C. GSO Partition
1. The GSO partition shall be used for allocation to graduate student
organizations.
2. Operations and programming funding by the GSGF shall pursue some of the
following goals:
a. Provide abroader educational and cultural experience for graduate
students.
b. Enhance interdepartmental social interaction among graduate students.
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c. Strengthen the campus-wide sense of community among graduate
students.

d. Make the graduate school experience more valuable and enjoyable for all
graduate students.

3. Graduate Student Organizations seeking funds from the GSGF shall submit a
funding request to the Funding Committee.

4. Graduate Student Organizations seeking funds from the GSGF shall have the
right to send a representative to any GSC or Funding Committee meeting at
which their funding allocations are discussed.

5. No funds from the GSO partition may be allocated to a group that is not a
Voluntary Student Organization registered with the Office of Student
Activities.

6. No funds from the GSO partition may be allocated to a student organization
that is not a graduate student organization.

7. No funds from the GSO partition may be alocated to a group that receives
funds from a Special Fee levied, in whole or in part, on the graduate
popul ation.

8. The GSC reserves the right to cancel or suspend an allocation if its funds are
not being used within the specifications of the allocation. Notice shall be
given to the organization receiving the allocation before funds are made
unavailableto it.

9. Modifications of the specifications of an alocation, excluding the total
amount allocated, may be made at the discretion of the financial officer or by
the consensus of the GSC. Modifications of the total amount may be made by
the Usual Method for Approving Allocations.

10. The total amount allocated to each Graduate Student Organization, and a
summary of the budget associated with the allocation, shall be published in
the next Elections Handbook.

D. GSC Partition
1. The GSC shall prepare an annual budget for the GSC partition, to be called
the GSC partition budget, at or before the beginning of the fiscal year.
2. Modifications to the GSC programming budget may only be made by the
Usual Method for Approving Allocations.
3. The GSC partition budget for the current year shall be published in each year's
Elections Handbook.
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Appendix I: Election Policies

Violations of University rulesin an attempt to influence the outcome of an election shall be grounds for disqualification.
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Appendix Il: Funding Policies

Section 1:  Application Procedure

A. To bereviewed by the Funding Committee, funding and Specia Fee requests
shall contain the following information, in separate sections:

1.

For General Fee funding requests, a signed funding agreement form, which

shall contain:

a.  The name of the organization requesting funds.

b. The name(s), email address(es), and phone number(s) of the member(s)
making the request.

c. The ASSU account number for the organization.

d. A certification that the organization will comply will all terms and
conditions for use of funds specified in the Constitution, the Association
By-Laws and Policies, and the GSC By-Laws and Policies; and the
allocation approved by the GSC.

For Specia Fee requests:

a. Thename of the organization requesting the fee.

b. The name(s), email address(es), and phone number(s) of the member(s)
making the request.

c. The ASSU account number for the organization.

A brief description of the group, including alist of previous major activities

(if any) and an estimated percentage of its active participants that are

members of the graduate population.

A budget, following the format of a sample provided by the Funding

Committee. it shall contain:

The time period for which the allocation would be effective.

An itemization of al sources of funding and all expenses.

A breakdown of expenses for each specific activity of the organization.
Line item numbers as defined by the Students' Organizations Fund.
Description of each line item as necessary.

nswers to the following questions:

How do the activities to be funded pursue the goals of the GSO
partition?

. From what other sources is the organization obtaining or seeking funds?

c. (If applicable) Have the organization's previous funded and non-funded
events been successful ?

PP>P RO T

B. To assist organizations in the preparation of applications, the Funding
Committee shall publish a guide describing the goals of the GSO partition, terms
and conditions for use of funds, and all application procedures, and containing a
sample application and funding agreement form.

C. Applications shal be kept on file and made available by the Financial Officer.
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Section 2:  Review Procedure

A. Groups applying for GSO partition funds will be notified of the time and
location of all relevant meetings at least 48 hoursin advance. If either the
Funding Committee or the GSC fails to meet the requirement and the group is
not able to send a representative to the meeting as a result, the group may,
within one week, request that their application be re-evaluated at atime when a
member of their organization is able to attend.

B. The Funding Committee shall consider the answers to the following questions
when formulating its judgement of an application:

grODNE

S

What is the target population for the organization and its activities?

How will the organization's activities be advertised?

How realistic and specific are the activities and budget figures?

Isthe allocation afair and efficient use of the GSO partition?

If applicable, have the organization's previous funded and non-funded events
been successful ?

Does the organization's activities provide sufficient value for the amount of
money allocated?

Does the organization's activities make a unique contribution to the
community?

C. The GSC has set the following policies regarding specific types of funding:

1.

Courses offered for credit: Courses offered for credit in a department should,
in general, be funded by that department. The GSC realizes, however, that
departments are sometimes reluctant to fund a new course. Because of this,
the GSC may partially fund a new course for up to two (2) academic years.
After that time, it is expected that the department will take over funding the
course.

Conferences:. The GSC may help subsidize conference registrations for
conferences if such a conference is significantly related to an organization's
activities. Thiswill be limited to $50 per person for up to six (6) people for
conference registration.

Travel: The GSC has set a standard mileage rate of $0.25 per mile for up to
$5 per person. For conferences, the six (6) person limit applies.

Space for regular group activities. The GSC understands the importance of
having regular, consistent meeting space for organizations. The GSC also
understands the difficulty in obtaining such space without paying for it.
However, the GSC will not provide money for such space. The GSC will
work with groups to help obtain space through other means, and the GSC is
working with the University to help alleviate the situation.

Events held a significant distance from campus: Although the GSC may
fund such events, there is a significant concern that these events are, by their
nature, limited in appeal and scope. Thus, groups applying for such funding
should be aware that this concern will weigh heavily in the funding decision.
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D. The Committee shall prepare a brief recommendation to the GSC regarding each
proposal. At the first GSC meeting after preparation of the recommendation, the
Committee shall summarize the application and present its recommendation.

Section 3: Termsand Conditionsfor Use of Funds

A. TheFinancia Manager shall notify an organization when funds become
avalableto it.

B. TheFinancial Manager may, at his/her discretion, grant extensions to the ending
date of an allocation to ensure that all transactions are cleared. No extension
may be granted beyond the end of the fiscal year to which the allocation applies.

C. Unless otherwise specified by the GSC, title to all tangible property purchased,
in whole or in part, through the use of funds from the GSGF shall vest with the
ASSU, and possession shall devolve upon the ASSU in the event of the
dissolution of the GSO possessing the property.

D. A GSO shal be considered to be dissolved upon the receipt of a declaration of
dissolution by its membership, failure to register with the Office of Student
Activitiesfor 15 months, or after a declaration of dissolution by the GSC
following reasonable efforts to contact the last known officers of the GSO. All
alocations to a GSO shall end upon dissolution of that GSO.

E. Advertisementsfor events funded by the GSGF shall cite the GSC as a sponsor
Or COSPONSOr.

F. The maximum amount of funds from the GSGF that may be allocated to a
graduate student organization in asingle fiscal year is $6,000.

Section 4: Verification

A. Anorganization receiving an allocation shall submit afollowup report to the
Funding Committee within two weeks of the end of the allocation. The
followup report submitted by an organization shall indicate an estimate of the
number of members of the graduate population participating in the funded
activities, and an itemization of actual expenses made by the organization.

B. The Funding Committee may seek independent reports on the success of an
organization's activities from those who attended one or more of them. The
Committee may arrange to send volunteers to gather information for such a
report.

C. Followup reports shal be kept on file and made available by the Financial
Officer.
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Section 5: Collection Schedule

Equal fractions of all fees shall be collected in the Fall, Winter, and Spring
Quarters. No fee shall be collected in the Summer Quarter.
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Appendix I11; E-mail Policies

Section 1: General

A.

The GSC shall have the following e-mail lists and e-mail dlias:

1. distribution list: reaching the graduate student population.

2. announce list: reaching al students interested in GSC activities and
meetings.

3. e-mail alias. gsc@assu (reaching the secretary), gsc-chair@assu (reaching
the chair), gsc-fo@assu (reaching the financial officer), and gsc-fc@assu
(reaching the funding committee chair).

The GSC shall nominate an E-mail Coordinator to manage and update the GSC
mailing lists. The E-mail Coordinator shall manage the membership of the lists,
and the recipients of the alias.

Section 2: Distribution List

A.

The GSC shall maintain an e-mail list that reaches as much of the graduate
population as possible, subject to constraints of University email usage policies,
policies of any sub-lists, and courtesy to those who may receive multiple copies
due to overlapping sub-lists.

The GSC Chair, the E-mail Coordinator, and any others approved by the GSC
shall have exclusive rights to administer the distribution list and send e-mails.

The distribution list shall reside on a mail server owned by the GSC.

The GSC general list shall be used to provide information that is time-sensitive
and potentially useful to any given student from a large sub-set of the graduate
population. "Useful” in this case means that the information could enhance
student's quality of life, or help students participate in the graduate community
life. Examples of appropriate uses include announcements for:

University housing deadlines

ASSU elections

University committee openings

Social events promoted by the GSC or GSPB that target the entire graduate
population

5. Significant GSC projects or advocacy efforts

rpPOODNDE

At a GSC meeting, or in aprior email to GSC members, the E-mail Coordinator
shall review items to be posted to the list. Members may propose items for
inclusion, which shall be approved by the E-mail Coordinator, the GSC Chair,

GSC_Bylaws 20010709.doc Page 15 of 20



or the GSC. The E-mail Coordinator shall attempt to consolidate announcements
in order to reduce posting frequency.

Section 3: Announcelist

A. Theannounce list is the formal mechanism to advertise GSC meeting times and
agenda, funding committee meetings, and to publicize GSC decisions or events.
The GSC officers shall have exclusive rights to post to the list.

B. Any graduate student shall be added to the Announce list upon request.

Section 4: E-mail Alias
A. The GSC shall maintain e-mail alias for the chair, financia officer, and funding
committee chair of the GSC. The GSC shall create other e-mail alias as deemed
appropriate.

B. Thegsc@assu aliaswill be the general e-mail address to contact the GSC and

shall be received by the Secretary. The GSC Secretary shall forward the e-mail
to the relevant members with copy to the GSC Chair.
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Appendix IV: Revision History

Section 1: 1998 - 1999 Session
A. Initia creation.

Section 2: 1999 - 2000 Session
A. Funding Policy Amendments

Section 3: 2000 - 2001 Session

A. 2-GSC-??
Addition of the e-mail list Policies
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